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The Mountain Modern aura’
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WARMING TREND

An open floor plan with high ceilings, lots of glass and contem-
porary elements like industrial steel can run the risk of feeling
cold. Designer Corinne Brown explains how she brought warmth
to the expansive great room of this Mammoth Lakes home.

WOOD always adds warmth, the designer notes. Cedar ceilings
help bring the tall space down to a more human scale. “Then,’
Brown says, “by using walnut for all the window trim details
and interior doors, we were able to wrap the space with a warm
feeling, while still letting the fresh white of the walls communi-
cate a more contemporary feel” The HANGING LIGHT
FIXTURES “connect heaven and earth,” as Brown puts it. “l gen-
erally don't like to use a lot of decorative fixtures because they
can fight the clean aspect of contemporary architecture,” she
adds, “but the ones we chose for the entry and the dining room
and main bedroom are interesting for their form and texture
and materiality” TEXTURE is key when it comes to cozy, and
Brown uses plenty of it in this space. The long sofa wears a soft
chenille, and a super-plush chenille covers the oversize round
swivel chair. “Fur on the sling chairs, on pillows and on the little
Icelandic ottoman juxtapose the clean shapes of the furniture,
and everything sits on thick, earthy wool rugs,” says Brown.

ABOVE: A textured rug as soft as a cloud grounds the dining room,
where a 10-foot table surrounded by midcentury-influenced chairs
encourages lingering over dinner. RIGHT: Designer Corinne Brown
eschewed upper kitchen cabinets, opting instead for a quartzite
backsplash and a sleek steel range hood to keep the focus on the views.
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THIS PAGE: A leather-uphol-
stered bed outfitted with cushy
pillows and fluffy throws backs
up to a cork wall in the home-
owners' bedroom. Come night,
with the draperies drawn, the
space becomes snug as a
cocoon. RIGHT: Even the
primary bath, wrapped in wood
and stone, celebrates the
wonder outside the windows.



